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THE FIFTY-THIRD INTERNATIONAL SPEECH CONTEST IN JAPANESE
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Organizers
International Education Center
The Japan Foundation
Beppu City
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Supporters
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Agency for Cultural Affairs

Oita Prefecture

Oita Prefecture Cultural & Sports Promotion Foundation
Beppu Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Japan Broadcasting Corporation

NHK Educational

Oita Godo Newspaper

University Consortium Oita

The Society for Teaching Japanese as a Foreign Language
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ALC Press Inc.

Beppu International Convention Center B-con Plaza
Bonjinsha Co., Ltd.

Calpis Co., Ltd.

Foreign Students News

Kikkoman Corporation

Marutou Bussan Co., Ltd.

Ricoh Japan Corporation

Sanwa Shurui Co., Ltd.

Senmon Gakko Shimbunsha Co., Ltd.
Suginoi Resort Co., Ltd
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PURPOSE

For the development of a more prosperous world, a definite need exists to deepen mutual
understanding by transcending nationality and cultural differences based on the exchange of
constructive opinions. The purpose of this contest is to afford the opportunity to the peoples
of all the countries of the world familiar with Japanese society and culture to present
opinions in the Japanese language, and to afford the opportunity for all to obtain fresh
viewpoints in search of the proper role for Japan and other countries in our global society.
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ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

Based on this, this contest is held to contribute to the spreading of peace among peoples.

1. Date & Place

Saturday, June 2, 2012 (from 1:00 p.m.)
B-conPlaza,

12-1 Yamanotecho, Beppu-shi, Ooita T874-0828
http:/ /www.b-conplaza.jp

2. Subject & Time Limit
Any non-commercial, non-eligious topic, unpublished
Time limit : 6 minutes

3. Qualifications

Applicants must fulfill all of the following conditions:

1) native language other than Japanese

2) 15 years of age or older on the contest day

3) not having won the st Prize, the Foreign Minister's
Award, or the Education Minister's Award in a
previous confest

4. Judging Criteria

The judges will evaluate each speech according to the

following criferia:

1) SUBJECT CHOICE
Does the subject have universal appeal? Is it timely?
Is it importante

2) SUPPORTING MATERIALS
Are sufficient evidence and convincing arguments
provided?

3) ORGANIZATION
Are a creative viewpoint and way of thinking
adequately expressed? Is the subject logically and
effectively developed?

4) LANGUAGE
Is the language clear, correct and appropriate for the
subjecte  Are the pronunciation, infonation and
grammar suitable?

5) PRESENTATION
Is your presentation natural, impressive and convincing
including facial expressions, gestures, etc.2

5. Contestant Selection

Contestant selection will be made according fo the
evaluation of the applicant's recorded speech and
accompanying manuscript. The evaluation will be made
at IEC in accordance with the aforementioned judging
criteria from 1 to 4, and a notice will be sent to all
applicants by the beginning of May2012. The number
of contestants shall be limited to 12.

6. Application & Deadline

Applicants must submit the following:

1) Completed application form. (Please download the
application form from the IEC website.

2) Your speech on a video tape or DVD disk
a. First state your name and the title, then begin your

speech.

b. Be sure that your speech is no longer than &
minutes.

c. Only one speech may be taped on one tape or
disk.

d. Tape your frontal face as you make the speech.

e. Only DVDR disc, Mini DV tape or VHS tape will
be accepted. [Computer data files, such as AV
and WMV, will not be accepted.

f. Applicants who do not have access to visual
recording devices may submit voice recordings.

3) Speech manuscript: A-4 size paper; two copies; may
be typed or handwritten.

4] 2 identical ful-face 3cm x 4cm pictures: Write your
name on the back of all pictures; affix one on the
application form

* Applicants are advised to make an extra copy of
their application for their own record.

[Send to]

International Speech Contest in Japanese
International Education Center

1-21 Yotsuya, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160-0004

[Deadline]
Tuesday, April 17, 2012

No applicant may apply to make more than one
speech.  Also, applicants may not change the
confent of their speeches before or at the speech
contest.  Minor changes for unsuitable words or
corrections for factual errors are permitted, but
applicants must inform those in charge of the speech
contest of any such changes beforehand.

7. Awards

Foreign Minister's Award Certificate & Trophy
Education Minister's Award Certificate & Trophy
Special Award by Three Sponsors  Certificate & Trophy
Audiencejudge Award Certificate

*All contestants participating will receive some gifts in
honor of the occasion provided by cosponsoring
companies.

8. Other Information

e Expenses & Accommodation Arrangements

Sponsors will pay long distance transporfation costs for
contestants outside of Beppu. Sponsors will not pay
fransportation cosfs by taxi. Sponsors will also pay for
sleeping  accommodations for all confestants.

e Copyright

The copyright of the contest speeches shall be held by
the Infernational Education Center. The copyright of the
contest video recording and the editing rights for the
sound and visual recordings shall be held by NHK.
Accordingly, all speeches may not necessarily be aired,
and some parts of speeches may be delefed.

e Personal Information

Regarding the handling of personal information,

-The personal information of all contestants will be used
for the purpose of carrying out the “Infernational
Speech Contest in Japanese”.

‘We will not pass personal information to a third party
other than those who sponsor or support the contest
without permission of the contestants.

-The name, the nationality, affiliation [school name or
company) of those who parficipate in the confest, and
photographs and speech manuscripts, efc., may be
made public on the confest website, in advertisements
and to those who sponsor or support the contest, and
in the sponsor magazines, annual reports, efc.

o For further information

-International Education Center

http:/ /www.iec-nichibei.or.jp

email: benron@iecnichibei.or.jp

Tel:03-3359-9620 (9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m., Mon - Fri.|



